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1834 – 1907

Inventor of the Periodic Table of Elements

Dimitri Ivanovich Mendeleev was born in Siberia on February 8, 1834.  He was a Professor of Chemistry at the Saint Petersburg Technological Insitute and the University of St. Petersburg.  In 1869 he presented a paper entitled The Dependence between the Properties of the Atomic Weights of the Elements to the Russian Chemical Society which outlined his Periodic Theory.  His theory not only arranged the known elements according to their atomic weights and properties, but also predicted elements that had not been discovered.  He died in St. Petersbourg on February 2, 1907 of influenza.  

He is also known for his work with the expansion of liquids by heat, introduction the metric system to Russia, development of explosives for the military, standarization of vodka production in Russia, and a proposal for an abiotic source for petroleum.   

A crater on the Moon is named in his honor as well as element 101 (Mendelevium)
